Enhanced lymphocyte stimulation by bacterial lysates after treatment of probands.
The proliferative response of lymphocyte cultures upon the addition of a mixture of antigens from the lysates of different bacteria (Paspat) to the culture medium was investigated using lymphocytes of groups of probands that investigated using lymphocytes of groups of probands that had been treated with the i.c. test preparation (T.P.1, group I), the lyophilized test preparation given orally (T.P.2, group II), a commercially available lyophilized bacterial lysate of similar composition given orally (T.P.3, group III), or with placebo (group IV). Lymphocyte cultures were set up on day 0 (before treatment), day 40 and day 70 (after treatment). The results show, that T.P.1 and T.P.2 produce a dose dependent proliferative response in lymphocyte cultures with a peak reactivity between 70 and 210 micrograms/ml. The degree of stimulation obtained with the bacterial lysate in different concentrations is increased in groups I and II over the stimulation obtained before treatment. Groups I and II which were treated with T.P.1 (i.c.) and T.P.2 (orally) are significantly different in their response to the bacterial lysate from the groups treated with T.P.3 or placebo on days 40 and 70. Evidence is presented that the stimulation obtained is predominantly a proliferation of T-cells.